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A KEY PRINCIPLE

• “Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper 
education hath, however, deprived him of that 
which he doth inherently possess. Through a 
word proceeding out of the mouth of God he 
was called into being; by one word more he 
was guided to recognize the Source of his 
education; by yet another word his station and 
destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being 
saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of 
inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause 
it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to 
benefit therefrom.... 

• (“Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh”, Sec.122, pp. 259–60) [4] 
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UNTRUTHS

• The U. S. has had a good history of 
public education, since early 20th

century; those who studied hard 
could advance.  
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THE SECRET OF DIVINE 
CIVILIZATION



• “The primary, the most urgent requirement is 
the promotion of education. It is 
inconceivable that any nation should 
achieve prosperity and success unless this 
paramount, this fundamental concern is 
carried forward. The principal reason for the 
decline and fall of peoples is ignorance.  

• “Today the mass of the people are 
uninformed even as to ordinary affairs, how 
much less do they grasp the core of the 
important problems and complex needs of 
the time.”



“Observe to what a degree the lack of 
education will weaken and degrade a 
people. Today [1875] from the standpoint of 
population the greatest nation in the world is 
China, which has something over four 
hundred million inhabitants. On this account, 
its government should be the most 
distinguished on earth, its people the most 
acclaimed. 

“And yet on the contrary, because of its lack 
of education in cultural and material 
civilization, it is the feeblest and the most 
helpless of all weak nations.”



“Stranger even than this episode is the fact 
that the government of Japan was in the 
beginning subject to and under the 
protection of China, and that now for some 
years, Japan has opened its eyes and 
adopted the techniques of contemporary 
progress and civilization, promoting sciences 
and industries of use to the public, . . . 

“This government has currently advanced to 
such a point that, although its population is 
only one-sixth, or even one-tenth, that of 
China, it has recently challenged the latter 
government, and China has finally been 
forced to come to terms. Observe carefully 
how education and the arts of civilization 
bring honor, prosperity, independence and 
freedom to a government and its people.”



“It is, furthermore, a vital necessity to establish 
schools throughout Persia, even in the 
smallest country towns and villages, and to 
encourage the people in every possible way 
to have their children learn to read and write. 
If necessary, education should even be made 
compulsory.

“Until the nerves and arteries of the nation stir 
into life, every measure that is attempted will 
prove vain; for the people are as the human 
body, and determination and the will to 
struggle are as the soul, and a soulless body 
does not move.”  P. 112
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